S7134

limits, not to be discussed? Will wel-
fare reform be a part of the framework
of the settlement that will be dropped
on the Senate? We do not know.

Meanwhile, the President demands
more taxes and refuses to do anything
about waste, really. I have not seen
any strong management leadership
from this White House that gives me
confidence that we should send more
money. There are lavish conferences,
duplicative programs, billions in re-
fundable tax credits being mailed every
year to illegal aliens or children not
even in the United States—billions
from their own department, the reports
tell us. No one is managing this gov-
ernment effectively. Why should the
American people send one more dime
in taxes to Washington when we will
not reform and manage the money we
are already getting from them? The
American people should not send more
money to this dysfunctional govern-
ment. They should insist that we fix
what is going on here first.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The time of the Senator has ex-
pired.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ap-
preciate the opportunity to share these
remarks. I ask for 1 additional minute
to wrap up.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. SESSIONS.
leagues.

I would say I am concerned about the
nature of these secret talks, the fact
that the Senate is really not partici-
pating. From the reports, it is only the
Speaker and the President of the
United States discussing it, and that
appears to be—from what I picked up—
to be true. Apparently, the majority
leader is not intimately involved, the
chairman of the Budget Committee is
not involved, and the chairman of the
Finance Committee is not involved.
These are Democratic leaders in the
Senate, certainly not Republican lead-
ers in the Senate.

The Senate is a great institution. We
ought to be engaged, and the engage-
ment of the Senate allows the Amer-
ican people to know what is happening.
They are entitled to that. I really be-
lieve we can do better. We must do bet-
ter.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
order for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so
ordered.

I thank my col-

WIND ENERGY TAX CREDIT

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, I return to the floor of the Senate
to urge all of us here to extend the pro-
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duction tax credit for wind energy.
This is a crucial tax credit that sup-
ports an industry that employs lit-
erally tens of thousands of workers
across our entire country. Our failure
in the Congress to quickly extend this
job-creating credit has already halted
further development and jeopardized
the future of this industry and the
good-paying jobs that come with it.

The PTC, as it is known, the produc-
tion tax credit, has been a major driver
of wind power development because it
literally leverages billions of dollars in
investment, which then in turn creates
thousands of jobs. But here in the Con-
gress we have gone back and forth re-
peatedly between extending it and re-
tiring it. This on-again/off-again status
has contributed to a boom-bust cycle
that threatens the future of this indus-
try and our energy security in turn. It
is time for us to act, act now, and ex-
tend the PTC so the wind industry and
its employees can have a secure and
prosperous future.

Mr. President, I look forward to talk-
ing about your State, New Mexico. You
know I come to the floor every day to
talk about the importance of the PTC,
and I focus on an individual State when
I come to the floor. Today I would like
to talk about New Jersey.

New Jersey’s wind industry will suf-
fer without an extension of the PTC.
Its industry is in the early stages of de-
velopment, but the Garden State is al-
ready making real progress in becom-
ing a manufacturing center for wind.
While it is a manufacturing center that
is building the turbines and blades, it
is also taking a leading role in devel-
oping coastal wind power and then har-
nessing the offshore wind potential we
know exists in the oceans off of New
Jersey. An environmental review ini-
tiative by the Interior Department has
paved the way for the sale of wind en-
ergy leases off the coast of New Jersey,
Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia in
the Outer Continental Shelf. Several
coastal projects are under way in the
Garden State, including in South Jer-
sey off the coast of Cape May, down
here in the southern part of New Jer-
sey. New Jersey is also home to the
first coastal wind farm in the United
States, the Jersey Atlantic Wind Farm.
There are five turbines at that wind
farm. They are producing a total of 7.5
megawatts, which is enough energy to
power 2,000 homes.

Like my Home State, like the home
State of the Presiding Officer, New Jer-
sey knows we need an all-of-the-above
energy strategy to improve our energy
security. My colleagues from New Jer-
sey, Senator MENENDEZ and Senator
LAUTENBERG, have been fighting to ac-
celerate the transition to renewable
domestic energy. Both have been cham-
pions for extending crucial tax credits
such as the PTC. They know these
credits help both New Jersey con-
sumers and New Jersey businesses in-
stall and utilize energy from the wind.

The wind energy industry supports
close to 500 New Jersey jobs, many of
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which are located at the 9 manufac-
turing facilities that make components
for wind turbines. Those facilities are
located in the green circles shown here
on the map of New Jersey. The current
level of wind production in New Jersey
has helped the State reduce its carbon
emissions by some 1,500 metric tons
every year.

I want to return to the point I make
every day I come to the floor to talk
about the production tax credit. If we
do not extend it, the manufacturing
sector in New Jersey and many other
States will literally wither. If we do
not extend the PTC, we risk sending
our energy jobs overseas. This is
flatout unacceptable.

The wind production tax credit has
strong support from a broad array of
industry groups. Let me share some of
those groups with my colleagues and
with the viewers. The U.S. Chamber of
Commerce has endorsed the extension,
as well as the Governors’ Wind Energy
Coalition, the National Governors As-
sociation, and the American Farm Bu-
reau Federation, among a number of
other groups that support this exten-
sion.

Think of it this way: Wind energy is
made-in-America energy that bolsters
U.S. manufacturing. It creates good-
paying American jobs, and it puts us
on the path to energy independence. I
urge my colleagues, I ask my col-
leagues of both parties to stand with
me and stand for American manufac-
turing and made-in-America energy.
Our wind energy industry and our en-
ergy security are depending on it. We
need to extend the PTC as soon as pos-
sible. It is that simple. The PTC equals
jobs. Let’s pass it as soon as possible.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Rhode Island.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise
today in support of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2013. I wish to commend the work of
my colleagues on the committee, par-
ticularly Chairman LEVIN, who is here,
and Ranking Member McCAIN, for their
incredible diligence, dedication, and
commitment to the men and women of
our Armed Forces.

For 50 consecutive years, the Senate
has passed a Defense authorization bill,
and I hope very much that we will soon
be able to send the President a bill for
his signature consistent with that
record of faithful service to those who
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